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Of the Attendance of Woman 
ChMdi, Thougli She Was 
O1108 Mi CMsf I 



(By C. R. Lewis.) 
Tba following eKpping from tha 
Central Methodist Advocate, the M. 
E. South organ of this section of 
country, speaks for itself. Witii due 
apologies to the aiitlior of "Maud 
Muller," it strikes me like this: 

"Of all Md words" •'me ipoken or 
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'"Rm MddMt an thoio"— Women, 
at ehnreh, won't attend. 

"A quarter of a century apo the 
average woman was a Christian, hut 
now it is only the f<xceptional woman 
that is religious. They once showed 
sueh preponderance of nambers in the 
ehnrehes that preaehers woald some- 
times predict that there would not 
be enough men in heaven to sing 
ba.s8. Tlie groat irvivalists and re- 
ligious workers of nuidorn times tell 
us that the proportion of women con- 
verted in their meetinirs is one in 
about seven. The women seem to 
have forgotten what Jesns Christ has 
done for thnm— at least the great 
majority of them liavr. Tt =:eem8 to 
matter not to them that thr gospel 
has brought them from bondage to 
liberty, from oppression and drudgery 
to the position o^^ princesses and 
queens. No intelligent woman ought 
to ignore Jesus Christ. Tt is only in 
Christian lands that woman has her 
rightful place in society. We some- 

"Free Thinkers" about Christianity 
holding woman in bondage, and bind- 
ing them to superstition, but close 
students of history everywhere know 
that liberty has eome to woman thru 
.TesHs Christ and the Oospel. The 
hope today is womanhood that is true 
to .Tesus Christ and His church. Tf 
the niothfirs and girls turn their backs 
on Jesus Christ, the men and boys 
will go to the bad, and drag the wom- 
en to ohame and to a degradation 
worse than death. Bo many of ow 
time seem to desire lives of r«se and 
freedom from responsibility. They 
sell their high influence for p-.'iitinn^ 
of worldly pleasure and sarrifipr th ir 
higher and more spiritual natures for 
the fantariaa of fashion. It is pitia- 
Ma and pabfnl to aoe women forget- 
ting ehnreh and Sunday school on 
the liOTd'i Day and ehasine about 
over the eountry in aMtnrnnbilcs on 
the day that they slmuia hv leadinL- 
their husbands, sons and brothers to 
the house of God. Their eareless eon- 
duct toward the Christian religion 
will lay a withering blight on their 
woBianly eharaeter and inllnraee, and 
WMnd tha heart of (ha Lord .Jp«us 
Chriat." 
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a forlorn hope. 

"No intelligent woman ought tr 
ignore Jesus Christ. It is only i<i 
Christian lands that woman has hei 

rightful place in society." Ye god> 
and little fishes! 'ni.l ye . ver Immi 
the like of 
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the church instead of BKCAI SK . 
it. "Bespeeted and elevated by il 
diareht" Aeeording to the <)l 

Testament, even at the creation, sli 

had no consideration as the (H|ual 1 



:lll t 



SO degraded that it is astonishing 
that her oflqMing ever developed the 
giant minds of today. And the New 

Testament is worse. In addition to 

her degraded 



all hy 



, hell. 



tinual hell,— "Tidings of great j<iy!" 

"The mouthings of Freethinkers" 
have caused woman to rise np and as- 
sert herself, and Freethinkers have 
made it so hot for the church that it 
has been eonipr-lle.l l.i let her g.. in 
order t<. retain its u'rasp in other 
directions— on all of which it is grad- 
ually, but surely, loorieuing its hold. 

"Respeeted and elevated by the 
ehu«hf" lUad of the Old Bible 
wan. to wUeb aba waa entitled to no 



respect whatever. Read friend Paul, 
in the New Testament, and see how 
high she was eler ated. 

"Tt is pitiable nuA painful to 
W4imeii forgettiriL. rliureh,' ite. 
painful only to llifise bigots wlu 
the years gone hv, have made them 
their dupes in order to fleece 
populace of their support. 

The church ha-; always been sup- 
ported by the eniolional elements of 
society. Men beeiiipe sane years 
Women are fasi 'ipeiiing their ey 
so fast, in fact, that the next gale 
that s\vee|»s from I lie rhurrh wil 
bring to onr ears the crash of groinul 
ing arms. 

Happy New Year to Free Thought 
and Freethinkers, and hMit Ufa to 
the Blade. 

Milton, W. Va. 
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(Bgr A. A. Snow). 
■ Editor Courier:— It might 
thought that nothing more of profit 
could he said in your paper on the 
above subject, but T think T have in 
f(^rmation that will further interest 
your renders, and with your permis- 
sion I willmbmi* it: 

Three dHbrent views of the situa- 
tion ha»f WtWt Pr*^"^*'' I^Tour pa- 
per. Mr. Samuelson holdinsr that the 
observ."nee of Sundav as the Sahhath 
is ohlisnlory to all Christians. Mr. 
Smith holding th% same view regard- 
ing SatBfday i« plaee of Sunday, 
while T eontend tMi the last stand of 
Christianity as given in the New Tes- 
tament permits the gentile world 
rwhieh inelndes ns Uo use their own 



Sabbath existed in Babylon long be- 
fore the time of Moses. Be this as 
it may, by turning to the fore part 
of fienesis we find two separate ac- 
counts of creation. The first account 
takes all .iP the Hrsl e|i;,p|er and the 
first three v.Tses of the ^,;:.,u\. A nil 
from this on the seci.nd is given. The 
two aceounts disagreeing in many 
points. In the first the word Elohim 
is used for pod; but it is in the plural 
number and oriirinnlly -iynified "The 
gods." In the seeund tlie \v,,r.l Je- 
hovah is usp.l. In tlie tir*;t the cU 
created the earth, animals and plants 
in six days lime and rested the sev- 
enth day: while in the second Jeho- 
vah did" the same work in one d.-y. 
There is also two accounts of the 
fleod save that they are more or less 
blended tocrether: "that is a little is 
taken from one account and then a 
little from the other until we have 
the story fwire l.dd or nearly sr., and 
the two do not altogether agree. The 
Tlicher Critics have called attention 
to this and they think the Jewish re- 
ligion was a eompromlM between two 
distinct religions. We also hare two 
distinct reasons criven why the .Tews 
should observe the Sabbath; the one 
because t'od rested after laboring six 
days making the earth, etc., and the 
other because he delivered the Jews 
from the Egyptian exile. Which of 
these two reasons is the correct onef 
Geologists tell us that the earth, 
aninnals and plants were not broucrht 
into existence within six days time. 
,bnt during millions of years, and this 
cannot be denied without denying 
geology as a seienee. The original 
idea of a Sabbath was a day of abso- 
lute rest; tc make it a dav of reli- 
gious exercises was Inter e\.iliition. 
There were many reformers in the 
later day prophets of Israel whose ob- 
ject was to soften the vigwons laws 
of Moses. Jeans waa probably one of 
the greatest reformefs the world has 
ever had. and more ic/inoclastic than 
is trerernlly admitted. While he 
eiMild not deny the laws of Moses 
without being guilty of high treason 
he modified them to nearly the extent 
of disannnlnent. He was more often 
accused of violating the Rnbbath than 
other crime. He believed in 
in praefiee a Sabbath of la- 



of hun an tyranny. Would my friend 
limit the enforcement of his Sunday 
laws to those who hire help, leaving 
all free to carry o\it their own workt 
If not let him boldly say so. T great- 
ly feai that his plea for freedom is 
nnly 1 . nterin- wedire in behalf of 

Criri inals in penitentiaries have 
rights even if they forfeit the right 
to run at large, and they should not 

be compelled to listen to religious in- 
structi.ui as-ainst their will. The peo- 
ple sli Ml. I not he t.aved teaeh them, 
or oqrians in -u-phans In.mos or chil- 
dren in any school anything that haa 
not bfvin proven true. It is tyranny 
to teach orphan eUldran a nligloa 
that was ahhorant to their dying 
father and mother. 
T.ine.'ille. Towa. 
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Just thoncrht I would drop a 
lines o the dear old Blade, hoping 
that here rnidit he souiethine 
what r w.uiM say that would he of 
some l»enefit to society. And now in 
the bf^nning of my few broken ro- 
marlnr. let me say, when I pull my- 
self oi t and entirelv away from the 
infiuei.ee „f society." so T can look it 
sqimrciy in the face. T am compelled 
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much 
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what dav. if any. thpy observe. Mr. 
Smith t2d.nks. as I do, that whatso- 
ever Christianity my demand on the 

snbieet we are in the wrone forcing 

observance bv law. T^ut as manv 
rhristians like Mr. Satn.ielson think 
difTerent we are makiu'.' this subor- 
dinate feature the burden of our ar- 
ticles. 

The Sabbath, argiven by the Bible. 

was peculiar to the .Tews— a sign to 
distin<ruish them from other neoph 
See Fx. r;^ : 1(1. 17 and F/ek. 21 : 12. 
20. The sam- is true le^nvdintr the 
rest of the commandments though 
they eontained precepts sood and 
needftil to all people as all nations 
have in part lews common to all oth- 
er nations. T^nt T think my friend 
Samuelson nial;e« one crr.ivp mistake 
when he eonelndes that sinee other 
nations were observine a Sabbath for 
2.000 years before the Jews were re- 
onfred to. that Jebovah. the Jews' 
wd must have demanded it of th^m. 
Tti the T^iWe .Tehovah never repre- 
f^ents that he had criven them anv 
revelation, hut the enntrarv. Further- 
more thev no where •nve Jehovah 
credit for the infnrmation but uni- 
formilv accredit it to their own nods. 
Tt is a fault with the masses of the 
earth to h.dd that their rcliirion is 

all,M_.,.|l„u- false. The f.iet is there is 
truth in all, and fals hood in all not 
more or less borrowed from other re- 
ligions. That our retigion is in part 
borrowed from other religions 1 
been proved bv the higher critics and 
acknowledged by the best educated 
ptHiple of the globe and by Cliristi 
men luo. Mr. RIake in his "Ilist^i 
of the Heavens" says: "The Arc 
dians or Blamites seen to be the a 
thors of the legend of solar year. 1 
vided it into twelve months, and in 
weeks ..f seven davs. " TIn v we 



hipiM'r^ 
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eti days of the week after the 
known, seven planets which they 
shipped as gods, which made the 
earth in six days and rwted the sev- 
enth. This legion waa passed around 
anuing other nations ami acciirding 
to Prof. Delitzsch the Assyriologist 
our ten eommandmenta with their 
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tended that God labored in place of 
resting on the Sabbath day as the 
Mossie law represented. See John 
n: 16. 17. 

The .Tewish law reonired a Sab- 
bath of absrlute inactirity. the pen- 
alty for "nine without the camp or 
picking up a stick of wood on that 
day WPS death. On several occasioi.s 
the .Tews came near beins annihilated 
because thev refused to defend them- 
selves on the Sabbath. Will either of 
my kind friends contend for this 
Sabbath of the Decalogue T 

Tt remained for Paul to finish *he 
iconoclastic work beiran bv the 
prophets and .Tesns, and this had to 
be done on gentile soil. Neither did 
he dare to advise the .Tewish Oiris- 
tians to dn.p the laws nf M 
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indicating thiat 540 B. C. This 
iitiful of AN 




5 his life 
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salem. At a convention they decided 
that the gentiles be relieved from the 
demands of the law of Meees pecu- 
liar to the .Tews, with a few named 
exceptions, the Sabbath not beincr 
one of them. See .\cts I.S: 28. 20. 

Tnder the banner of liberty mv 
friend advocates Sunday laws. Pro- 
poses only to prevent "corporate 



ployed from perfnrminsr nnnecessars- 
work on Sunday." He wants both 
parties to be free in the matte.-. s;o 

do I. Then why does he not pose as 
an iconoclast like me and demand the 
repeal of all Sunday laws that do rot 
float nnder the banner of liberty t T.et 
us put hie proposition in an other 
form and see, sa long ss we are loyal 
to it. if be and T an not ekise to- 
gether. 



of a nonkey's face. Now, for in- 
stance, we will take this John D. Rob- 
a feller system. All the churches, with 
their influence, and quite a number 
of AtK'isf friends too. stand risrht 
up fo. it Tf is defended from the 
pulpit- hv the yaller-lesrtred chicken 
eaters and from the alters by the 
irents what wear their eollars on 
backwards, and a few of our Atheist 
friends too, with their pens. So you 
see, w'len we see our bell weathers 
of all -reeds .nnd diflferent faiths n 
standi iu' for sueh hishwny robbery 
we cannot hope to see onr societ> 
wearing anything but a monkey'; 
face, rr in other words, a sham. 

Another thine, that makes me havf 
that r-stless feelinsr. is, to read ir 
some iberal puhlieation. after som< 
of on- Ath isfioal friends, where they 
are n^tleiulilii; thnf iheir love for 
stniggling humanity drove them to 
Atheism. Then maybe, in the verv 
next issne of the same publication, 
you can And a <rreat lonir article di'- 
nnunciner Socialism, and the writer of 
the article will call us Socialist fool.v 
crafters. anarchists and destroyers of 
the home*. 

All any SoeiaHst wants or demands, 
is iustice between man and man. 

T was reading, iust the other day. 
a verr able worded article, in a last 
Jnlv a year Blue Ornss Blade, where 
the writer was pretending that he un- 
derstood Socialism. In the fifth Par- 
aGraph of bis artiele he falls down 

refer to the article von will find that 
he .Trrnes that we Soeialist want him 
to pav ns for huildincr him a house, 
but we don't want to pay him rent 
for living in the house. 

When we will have adopted Social- 
ism in this country of ours there will 
be no morrt capitalist wantine houses 
huiit. Tt will b',the ffovernment then 
that will pay the carpenters for the 
ernclinn of our homes. 

And this same writer, if livinsr. that 
is now so opposed to tbe movement 
will be relieved of all his burden- 
some wealth and all others too. that 
have attained tlv a-e of slxtv. will 
be provided with a e,.mfort:ihle and 
beautiful home and a pension everv 
month that will supply them with 
the necessa ri es of Hfe and lots of lux- 
uries too. Ton see onr money under 
Socialism will not be an expensive 
monev. hot wi'l he hacked hv 'he 
people and not hv a ','old reserve. 

And now before T close Mr. Editor. 
T want to say. if you s»e fit to eive 
this to the pnblic. instead of the 
waste basket, please get mv name 
spelled riffht. The last time T wrote 
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(By Harriet H. Chwa.] 



In view of the fact that Bud^is 
is one of the accepted religioi < 
Japan, let us make a short Mpui 
of its tenets and its great tea^ft 1 
tloing so we will find that there .sen 
to be little room for the Ch<ftip 
missionaries who hav e caused so mnc 
strife and wl,.. have s,, entirely^mi 
repreeented. 

Gautama Huddha was l»orn ajtoi 
.>40 B. C. The same story of th 
dication of birth by a star that 
told of .Tesus, Yu. Aesculapius,! Ifo- 
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his mother was making the joui 
her father's home, stories pt 
voluntary incarnation were rifeAnd 
the belief in the pretty fiction ^t 
nature kept a shadow over his • 
while 111" saees eauie to worshij 
gained eredenee. .\t the age <J 
Gautama was married to a ■« 
and for ten years his life was 
in the family ainle. A son Wiss 
to him .I'ust as he had begun to 
that life meant more than livingAnd 
he left his wife and son to beco^ a 
hopeless wanderer, to practice 
dmial and to study. Tt seem* I 
that a man might find many 
practicing ^ .s^ndenial «^^H|^«| 
home, ami jt-w><i; b t also, -ba i^Kft. 
place to study, but religion of any 
kind seems to' turn the head of its 
devotees. However, this great man 
promised himself to return, to his 
family when he had become a Biddha. 

promise which Jesns couq not 
make, as he had no family of his own. 
The word Buddha is n title and 
ears "The Enliehtened One." just 
1 Christ means "The Good Man." 
id any one by individual elTort may 
become a Buddha or a Christ. After 
Buddha had overcome the evil pas- 
! and relea.sed himself, as it were, 
from the tics of material existence. 

eeame an itinerant preacher, 
which work he followed for alvmt 4.5 
s. His first sermon to his disci- 
ples is related by Bishop Bieandot as 
"Sermon on the Mount." Dur- 
his ministry the son of Gautama 
became a disciple and the wife of his 
luth became a nun. 
The Buddhist sacred ho,.ks are the 
Tripitaka (baskets) containing disci- 
plinary and metaphysical teachings as 
well as tbe diseonrses of Buddha. 
7 are written in Sanscrit, and 



eled by all. This doclrin'! of equality 
gives the Christian teaching of elec- 
tion and predestination a serious set- 
back in the estimation of unpreju- 
diced minds. Buddhism declares that 
the soul that ih)es right ascends to a 
hidi r state until perfection— N'irvah- 
na is reaelu-d, Ole..lt deserihes Nir- 
vana as "a eoridition of perfect rest, 
nt' absence of desire and delusion and 
sorrow ♦ • Before reaching Nirra- 
lui man is constantly being re-born, 
hui whm Nirvana is reaebed be is 

l^oMli.-i 1- s;ii,i I,, have been ro- 

iiie:iriiat.-,l many times before he 
reached perfection. 

llie eight states by which the Bud- 
dhist reaches the perfect rest are: 

Right Views, Right Aims, Right 
Speech. Right Conduct, Right Live- 
lihood, Right Effort. Right Mindful- 
ness, and Right Rapture. 

What system can otfer a better 
code of ethics than thisf Certainly 
not Christianity. Yiearions atone- 
ment has no place here, but says 
Tinddha: "By one's self the evil is 
dune.- -hv one's self one is puriliMl." 
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from performinff unnecessary for for 

' matter aaj Uad of wortt) on pn' 
day of the week." We want both 

pa Hies to be free in the matter. We 
think the emplover will seldom 
ever, require his (,ands to work 
en davs in a week without rest ex- 
cept when such labor is absolutely 
necessary, the faet that sneh kind of 
labor would be bard to get, and de- 
mand extra pav. would answer as a 
check on such abose and so render no 
excuse fu- law Railroads some times 
pay double wau'es f..r Sundav work. 
But if law should here be resorted to. 
let it apply to tbe abuse and no farth- 
er. It ia tmo tbat eireumstancM is 
often a tyvraalaal aiaater, but withal 
ito yoke ia Bovor ao falHnf as tbat 



eal nnder- 
holts nn me. Tf vou remember, T reg- 
istered a kick sbont a man having to 
show his intended bride five hundred 
dollars in cash, of his own money at 
the marrinsT nlt"r. or she would not 
I,e eompelled to extend her hand t. 
hinv You .-,.1 my name Skinner nn. 
it should have been Skimmer. Yon 
see, when she, the gal. commenced on 
me, she said right in the out-set of 
her artiele. that my name blended so 
tiicelv with mv whole make-up. 

Reallv. she intimated tbat T wonld 
make a woman take lonsr steps to 
keep from wearing her shoes out so 
fast. By the time she was throueh 
with ne, bad T been in woods. T do 
not believe I eonid have told eood 
nnwtnA SKIMMER 



(Charimapada 10.").') 
Still another quotation, "Tf a man 
conquer in battle a thonsand times a 
thousand men, and if another eonquer 

himself he is the greatest of con- 
querors." "Rouse thyself; ilo n.it 
•be idle: follow the law ..f viiln- 

.Tames Freeman Tlark ■ .;;n s : • • B,,.l 
ana was a tnan or 'TffreTRe moral ear- 
nestness.— sincere, truthful, and pro- 
foundly humane." 

This illustrious man had no thought 
f fonndine a relidous system, but 
ft.T twentv-tive ee.,n,ries. ..ne-third 
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latter 



he Phristian Bible 

The Buddhist do.-triiie tea- lies that 
he greatest happiness comes from 
doing good to others. This is entirely 
different from Christian doctrine, in 
that we are taught to deport our- 
's that we mav srain favor with 
God hereafter. Buddhism teaches the 
iinchar.jenhle law of cause and effect, 
"that as ye sow so shall yc also 
reap," etc. The Christians have pur- 
loined that preeept and yet teaeh that 
through miracles there may be con 
stant violation or suspension of nat 
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The idea that T'riests possess mys 
tical powers that are unattainable b' 
others ia repugnant to Bnddhiam. for 
we are told that tbe salvatfon of 
cry individual depends on the growth 
of his own inner nature. 

Buddha did not teaeh of a crc; 
but confined himself within the li 
of reason, and this fact doubtless is 
the ground upon which Christianity 
bases its elaim that Pagan taaehing 
'should be eradicated from the face 
the earth. 

The foundation stones of Buddhi 
are TTNTYERSAT, CHARITY a 
the MASTERY OF SELF And it 
teaches that the work and experience 
and effort in this life determine our 
degree of progress for the next in- 
carnation. That men do not differ 
by accident of birth, hut bv attain- 
ments and character, and that the 
same road to perfection roust be trav- 
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nt followers, and who recognize the 
practical utility of the doctrine as set 
forth by l^MBwr Hardy in Ua man- 
ual of Buddhism. "There are three 

of the body— murder, theft, im- 
purity. There are fmir sins of speech 
lyiuer. slander, abuse, unprofitable 
n versa lion. There are three sins 
of the mind — covetonsness, maUee, 
skepticism. There are also five other 
evils to be avoided — the drinking of 
intoxicatinor liquors, crnmblincr. idle- 
. improper associations, and fre- 
quentinir places of amusement." 
The so-called sacred books of the 
•orld. the Bible included, can offer 
o better list of the things to be 
voided than the above, and yet we 
I'lid Tinssionnries to .Tapan to convert 
he Buddhists to Cliristianity. 

.\ <rri\it monument covered with in- 
criptions of the Hfe of Buddha is 
erected in PeUn. and then an tem- 
ples innumerable all over Ctiam and 
Japan, there being 170,000 shrines in 
the flower\' kincrdom. Tn Kvntn there 
is a temple which cost t^lO.OOfl.OOO. 
and is a marvel of nrt 

Buddha died about 475 B. C. His 
last words wen: "Belond, what 
causes life alao eanaea demy and 
death." 

His bodv was cremated, and the 
relics are supposed to h i\e been hnr- 

nf the Himalayas in a mound some 
20 feet in hfligiit, which was excavat- 
ed in 18M, and from the ornaments, 

sems. engraved tokens, and Buddhist 
cross found in the receptnc'e within, 
it was pronoune .1 the tomb of the 
-reat Buddha. 

For lack of time we are compelled 
reluctantly, to close this unsatisfac- 
tory article on "Hie SnHghtened 
One." who said. "Forever and every- 
where will T strive for t 



salvs 



i-h- 



t the worid," 

T wonld suggest that the Blade 
readers Bend in any inreeepts of 
Biuldha tbey may have. Let ns pre. 
si rvp tbem and use them alongside 
the Bible dofnaa. 

Webeter CHy, Iowa. 



.u can do some cood misnOn- 
work bv sendin.,' the Blade to ten 
■our friends for a year. Tt will 
you only five dollars. 
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OMARI.Kt CHILTON MOORS. 
A aaKed by him until hl« death. 
February 7, IflOS. 



To oomply with the roquiremontB 
of natoml law will give ua happiness, 
1V> Mtmt ntm, t A nm m faodneu 
and p«Mli«e parity to aU tkM wa ean 

(k>. 




JEBUS A MYTH. 

There will always linger ni-ound the 
name of Jesiis an atmosphere or in- 
terest, and be he god or man, divine 
or hiiBMU), as long ns mm live he 
talM about. 
Wp have loni;- ni;^' ilccided in our 
<in minds that Ji>sms \vn.« noil her t;ofl 
ir wa\i, but jnst a myth, just a 
name. The more we read the ffosp^ 
m are we eonflrmed in thia 
opinion. There is nothing human in 
perluiman in 



Foraisn mibacrlpUons, paat|«ld I1.S0 
pw rsar. 



AOVBRTIMNa NATM. 




be aiwsontJnued at the expiration of the 

term for wliich the subscription hi 



TUK OFKlCJl! VI puMlCMlon Of tbe Blade 
la at IM-UM Mertll UmMtona titreet 
liMlmnoii. KMtiMlqr, to wlUob aU rree- 



Al>l>UJi»ti AIX CUMilUMUATlONIt 'i'U 
JAidiUl K. MUUUKd, Bux i/exlnc- 
ton, Kentucky. 



lite iai« uupieaMiuiuetw. 
nuut'a book " ilia Un(u aM IMHuy 
of lUn," ia in tha buMtaijr, wMi 
be ready for sliipmeut some tune this 
month. 



A IcHial luiuislei' ruut'iiil> pi'u<tclie<i 
a HermoQ m whieli lie louk tiie biaud 
Mux montuiy alone will uot save a 
man. Farfaapa not, but it ia a very 

valuable asset to have around wheu 

outs gut-s to eusling up the two sides 

uf the ledyc-i. 

iLe uevvspapeib make much ul liic 
fact that tUe Preaideul was able tu 
leave bis home and walk tu a prom- 
ineut hotel without euovuntering au 
aaaaaain. ihe ttWe eongratulates thu 
•onntiy that tha world ia growing 



pels or holy ghosts, cannot hear ce- 
lestial choirs, cannot credit the state- 
ment that the Lord talked to a lot of 
ignorant boors tending sheep. 

A person with "siifh beginning as 
.Ipsus hnd and nttended by such 
■il riiiisi:<' oirciinistniicos was nevor born 
of w,>nimi or begotten by mnn. Rea- 
son and common sense put the stamp 
of impoaaiinUty upon the Urth, life 
and demth of Jaana and Nature says, 
Amen. And that settles it. The soon- 
er the remains of Jesus nio removed 



liove 1111(1 wo eiiiiiiol help it, that 
ny person in the shape of man or 
iman who has lived on this earth 
had iinly human parents, human pow- 
rs and performed only human deeds. 
Jesus does not fit into the history 
of mankind. When a man's genealo- 
gy is interrupted by thu appearance 
of a Holy Ghost there is a mystery 
surrounding him that better not be 
iuqiund into. Jesus never saw his 
father. And il is only kindness lo 
deprive him to his mother and regard 
as one of the children of the im- 
agination. 

We have oilcu wondered 
Wire expected lu believo Ilia 
Uictory iiarralives iii llie gu.-.]it.'l rueaiil 
the MJiie iLiug. Were we lo ruad two 
different aceounls of a certain eveui 
h)r two aulhon in worka not ragarded 
m tUmnA wa ihonld baliaya only oa^ 
of them and should say that the other 
was a lilUe uH. Coulradictious iu 
liou's word aie cliauged lo divine 
license, iiul wc do uol allow any 
apology for Uod. He must tell as 
atraiftot a atorjr aa a mui taUa, or 



Why . 



pu 



longhts 



eleaner will bo man's 
things human, if not dii 

L. K. WASHBURN 



THE PRESS 



GIVES THE MIDDLE OF THE 
STAGE TO THE MILLION- 
AIRE.— ARE THE PJBOPLE 
NOT TIRED OF THIS 
JOUBNALISTIO 
POUOT? 

(By Josephine K. Henry.) 
I gel so tired of reading of ami 



Tlw ohaarvanee of Sunday ia being 
more agitated in the publie preaa and 
liaa found its way into the ooiumns 
of i'reethought papers, lu this cou- 
iu:cliuu we publish elsewhere lu the 
Blade u lillle gem from the late (Jol. 
Ingersoll, in wtiich he said he had no 
obgaetioo to two Sundays a weak. In 
Una wa qnita agrat irith Ua, pn>- 
vidad «• u» not aflttatad with two 



Happiness is a coaditiuu of evulu- 
Liou, uud although uur conditions are 
far superior to those iu ages past, 
happiuess still remains a very unoer- 
tain quality. It is a condition which 
entiredy depends upon conditions, or- 



The avolutumary 
waid liappineaa, and to it wa attain 

just in proportion to the aubsideuoe 
of viee, aeifiah greed and crime. 

We ahould enter into a careful, 
confidential ownmunion with our own 
inward consciousness in search of its 
enemies. 

If we find, within love, hospitality, 
kindness, honesty and justice, we find 
there a soil favorable to the growth 
of happiness. 

All we oau do is Ui purge oureelves 
from aim and try to aid those around 
M to do tha « 



In Matthew 'a gospel we read that 

when Jesu6 was born wise men from 
the tast came to Jerusalem and lu- 
ijuiied; "Where is he llial is boru 
ivuig of Ihe Jewsf for we have seeu 
his star in the east and have come lo 
worship liiiD." Wlien they were told 
ihiii tuey would And him iu Belhle- 
liem, ••tlie slur which ihey saw iu the 
uu«L Weill belore iliem imlil il came 
auu stood o\er wliuit ihe young cliild 
was." The wise meu saw a young 
ohild iu the law of a young woman 
and "fell down and worahipped 
him," and presented him with gifu. 
\ tiy mce iu ihe wise men to come 
all the «ay from the east to Jerusa- 
leui to sie a buby that was nothing 
tv-ihem. Wc should say that cal;- 
fuohsh men would perform such fool- 
ish a journey. Very nice iu the star, 
alao, to loave its place iu the heaveus 
and eondttcl the men to the baby 's 
oradla. It ia atatad that the 
tuiMd to thair own oountry, but it 
does not aay whether the star ever 
found its way back to its pUce iu the 
sky or not.' Only a fool of a star 
would do such a trick as that 
there ware no otlier story hung 
around tka eradla of Jeaus we would 
not baiiava auah a yam aa that. 

Luke aa well aa Matthew, writes a 
luarveloua chapter about Jesus be- 
lore he was born. But Luke haa a 
loiaily different story to reiute aboui 
the events immediately succeodiug 
the birth of Jesus. Luke never heard 
of the wise men from the oast, no 
a traveliug star, uor of present! 
•gold frankincense and myrrh" lo 
Ihe new born babe, liul he tells as 
iiiipiobabie a story as does Alallhew 
He says that Joseph and Mary went 
aluBi to ba taxed, iu obe 
dienoe to a daeraa from Caaaar Au- 
gustus and that while there Jesus 
wu.-, boru and that Mary was obhged 
lo J. It her child in a manger as there 
was no itKjin lor them iu the inn. 
(There was just one iun iu Beth- 
lehem). In thia same oountry wei c 
sbephecda mtahing over their flocks 
at night. While they were looking tf- 
ter their sheep "an angel of the Lord 
eame ujjon them and the glory of lh( 
Loi-d shone aboul them," and the an 
gel told them that a savior had just 
been boru unto them. Wondering at 
such news they daeided to g<j to Beth- 
lehem and see this strange thing 
which had come to pass. They saw 
•A man and a woman and a babe lying 
111 a manger and went around circu- 
lating ihe gossip of the angel con- 
cerning the child. That 's Luke 's ver- 
sion uf the affair. 

According to Matthew, a star an- 
nounced to tha wiae men the birth of 
Jeaua. Aaaordiiy to Luke, an angel 
performed thia oOaa to the abapherds. 
The wiae men eame from the distant 
east, the ahepherds were near by 
Xow there is such a dissimilarity be- 
tween the two accounts as lo warrant 
drawing the conclusion that both art 
fabrications. 

It is exceedingly nnfoitanate that 
Mary or Joeeph did not leave a goe- 
I>el ; that some one did not write about 
these matters who knew something 
about them. Luke telle us that "Mary 
kept all theae thinga and pondered 
them in bar haart." Nia ought 
have writtao • book lod laft the pli 
facts to tha WWU. IWa tf* oannot 
accept miiMlMt «M>mI taMm in an 



Croiiiea, publislitd m Laredo, Texas, 
iu the iSpauish language, is sutfering 
a boyoott by the Catholie ehuroh. The 
editor, Mr. N. Idar, haa incurred the 
enmity of the priests; and the Cath- 
olic press, especially the Revista Cal- 
oUca of La« Vegas, New Mexico, has 
attacked his paper iu the bitleresl 
language, advising Catholic women to 
appoint themselves a committee to go 
from house to house, and from adver- 
tiser to advertisu', and ask them to 
withdraw Iheir subscriptions and ad- 
\ eriisemeuts. Ono Cailiolic paper 
says: "To help La Croniea to a good 
death, we advise a boycott without 
mercy upon every grocer aud mer- 
chant who aids with liis advertise- 
meut the uuchristiauiziug work of 
that weekly. Thia cure is infallible. ' ' 
That ia the "Christlike" spirit tha 
church claima for its clergy. It is tl 
spirit of the Christ who said, "I 
that believeth not shall be damned. 
Although uot confined lo the Uoman 
Catholic church, as witness tl 
The Truth Seeker by mini 
library boarda, that church 
fiercest exponent. The boycott 
answer of the church t^i any 
3 of its true character. In J 
d Italy il is interdiction, ii 
1, aud excommuiiicalioh. in Spam 
ihere is another answer — the bullets 
>f miUtaiy aaaawini AU thaae will 
follow in ftiwriaa, aa natnndly aa 
death follows infection and disease, 
lith the growth and increasing in- 
lueiiee of Home in political affairs. 
EdiU.r Idar writes us ihat the Calh- 
lic attack has been seconded by three 
eo-ealled indapandent newspapers. 
That ia a logiaal aaquence. The press 

ill not ba permitted to reruto. 
Iral. All newspapers must Oelp the 
boycott or be boycotted themselves. 
Iho eluirch proceeds on the theory 
that all who are not for are against 
it. 

The careless may say that the rule 
of Rome can never be estabUshed and 
I in America, but can they 
point lo aiiythiiig in the attitude of 
poliljciiins, (,r i veii statesmen, 
ward the churcli wliich does not like 
utiiiii 1» I utholics to ask and 

receive t 

Where can be discerned any incli- 
nation to check Rome's advances in 
Amerieat Proteatants can not be de- 
jiended upon. They too are after 
government loavaa and fishes, and will 
probably never come to their senses 
until compelled to be aatiafled with 
the crumbs that fall from the Cath- 
olic table. 

Religion in the state, whether open- 
ly or clandestinely admitted, means 
[{ome as inevitably as 



s going to leail lo stale supported 
lenomiiiatioual schools, including of 
■ourse Soman Catholic paiw" 
ehoola, and the aehoob of tha Cath- 
dic denomination will destroy flrat 
lie ojnnmon school and then 



iOllo 



of till- 



1 iitire system lieeomes (^ath- 

/.ed with the exception of such as 
be maintained by Jews and 

thinkers, and theae to be eloaed 
line as Ferrer's sehools have been 
ipain. 



the edito 



ol La Civ 



tmg 



nder. He 
Id needs 



irig Ihe light alone 
[e asks Freelhinkers U\ supply 
III ainiiiuiiilioii in the shape of 
luglil reading matter, which 
(lislribiile luiiong both Cath- 
iiil I'rotestniils. Sec<iiid-hand 
luid pamphlets will answer 
■.—New York Truth Seeker 



The l''reetliought Society that has 
lecently been organized at Cleveland, 
Ohio, propose to give - Paine cele- 
bration on Saturday, January 2Qth, 
1910, when they will hold a banquet 
at the Forest City H(Mise. A lunch 
and a program .d' addre.-,ses is 1 
arranged and the Liberals ol 
land and vicinity are lr>okiiig for- 
ward to tlia event with great pleaa- 
ure. T. C. Jaflariaa ia chairman of 
the committee having chargi- of the 
banquet and would be glad lo hav* 
all Liberals in I'levelaii,! aud vieinit\ 
join them on this occasion. Mr. Jef- 
feries will glad to furnish tickets at 
fiO Mott pv pkta. 



they 



dd e 



II I 



e that that climate, s<nl and lo- 
cality would suit them exactly. Poor 
old Mother Earth doee not seem to be 
suitable place for the above of 

such line folks. 

wish we eonld e^.lonize those of 



'ii.rgies to exploiting the millionaires 
elling of their summer and winter 
ja laces, rqptl wardrobes and jewels, 
yachts, dinners at $1,500 a plate, 
illie dogs with a retinue ot 
;nU..ni..lMles, diniurs "o 
M,nnkey>, we.ldmgs will, disgusting 
ind vulgar display. All this and much 
iiore is dished up daily to the Amer- 
caii people. The influence of all this 
liters into the daily conversation of 
dd and young until every one you 
neei rings in the conversation some- 
liiiig about their millionaires rela- 
ive, visitor or great-grandfathers, 
ilep-daughter's cousin's niece, who is 
going to marry a millioiiaii 
being divorced from one. It seems 
to me, people have gone daft over 
It may be there ia a 
good deal of aoontarfeit coin in the 
millionairea' aoflira, dilated dollars 
aterad atoel^ that roold not pass 
It over th* baak 
then again it Bay be up to ttiii gold 
standard. 

Never having had aqiatianea in 
handling milliona, I only view it fn» 
newspaper standpoint, but I do 
ow that the average, industrious, 
struggling man aud woman is iu the 
battle of life and it requires 
the greatest effort to earn our honest 
dollar. I know people who ait up 
talk complooantly of million- 
aires, who cannot find 25 cents loose 
change in their pockets. This talk of 
.i;10l),UOO houses, $,')IJ0 gown? 
!iil,IIOU dinners is like the talk 
parson about the golden streets, slip- 
pers, orowns and harps in heaven. 
Whether these things are true or 
false, they are cruel in the extreme, 
a oountry that is swarming with 
beggars, paupers, half-clad, poor, 
starving sewing women, legions of 
desperate miners with starved famil- 
and indigent children working at 
starvati4>n prices in factories 

These appalling oouditious struck 
the tenderest chord in the heart of 
our own Robert Q. Ingersoll, when he 
said: "I don't see how it is poe- 
ible for a man to die worth five 
Lii millions, in a city full of want, 
hen he meets almost every day the 
itliered hand of beggars, and the 
bite lips of famine. I i 
think he could do it, any 

could keep a pile of lumber when 
idreds of thousands 
iiig in the sea." 

Think of a woman wearing liun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars worth 
of jewehry and guarded by policeman 
to keep her from being robbed in thia 
Christian conntry. Think of w 
iiig gowns that cost tlious 
■ HI the slums of their 
, (,tlier women are .-iving birth 
retched children in lellars on 
beds of muddy straw, without a gar- 
mant to put on the new born infants, 
and the sheriff knocking at the door 
ict thi 



lillioi 



and 



aupe 



and 



half-way house between the two is 
swarming with hnraan beings who are 
the bone and sinew of civilization, 
the creators of wealth, the guardians 
norality, who realize every Iwiir 
life's pathway has its thorns, its 
■is, its foul odors, its dark pes- 
ilial scents, and terrific battles 



the liii 



ish that 



I he biusta 



•liich is 
SI range 



infant 



oblest 
1<I wor 



.vhile 



iiilhoi 



girl 



loom overshadows all the splendor 

he millionaire imlac's. 
he woman in the millionaire pal- 
brings forth a son for Harvard oi 
I'. for revels at Sherry's, foi 
plunging at Monte Carlo, who dies 
of giuil. She brings forth a girl to be 
traded for to roue prinoclets for a ti 
The mother in the slums beai 
phildron by (he dozen destined to 
le prison, brothel and gnllow! 
>m|viunds of oriminals and prost: 

After niiiehen turies of the 

ospel .d' the (}ulileaii, this is the 
id lire. Ward McAllister made an 
inside history of aoeiaty'a exeluaive 
400, but "the Utter ery of outcast 
rien" is etill to be written. 

the face of all this wo go on 
itig mid talking about niilliou- 
; as if we kn«w what we arc talk- 
ing nbont. But we don't. Who ever 
or handled a million dollara, out- 
of bankers t Who can realiza 
much money a million isf The 



heard of, and it will be here thous- 
of yoai"s after they are forgotten 
leu .Iisus ran off and left his 
ire in care of Satan, and has not 
been seen or heard of since. So Satan 
hfls had to look after than both. Ha 
a faithfnl old aervant, aaB ia 
\r» at his post. No danger of his 
skipping out. Since the dn> " 



hdhu 



limber. 



.leal 



hiiii- 



<ls. but till' great masses of the 
•pie. and reputed rich ones, too, 
handle dollars and cents and consider 
hemselvps lucky if they pan always 
nne a fpw of either in th,-ir popkets. 
iive lis a rest I lie milHona 
'ersoiially, 1 have iiolhing against 
them, but I am weary of hearing 
them. T guess they will go right 
until they run against some thing 
they were not expecting. Strange 
things are happening in this old w< 
nd stranger tidnga art in the futi 
Aersoillaa, Ky. 



THB ovnfnow or iatait's 



On Saturday, Dec. 18th, Brooklyn's 
'Paator Boaaall" dehvered 



'Overthrow of Satan's Empire.' 

He takes the first and second verses 
d- the L'Olh chapter .d' Kevelalioi; 
lis le.M, where it .sjx-aks of Satan 
being bound for a thousand years. 

In the course of hia lecture he asks 
aeveral very important queat 
which we propose to examine and 
answer for ourself, not in answer 

First, he asks: -'Is Satan a pe 
son?" We answer, he certainly i 
if we are lo lake Bible testimony for 
our guide. 

We ask: "Was Jesus a person t' 
All ChrisTendom will answer, yes, he 
was. 

Then we say: We find Satan and 
Jesus on several occasions, walking 
and talking together as two distinct 
personages. Was one a man and 
the other a mythf We answer: 
there is Just as good Bible testinxmy 
for the reality and puaonality of one 
as there is for the other. Look at 
the interesting oonveraation between 
the Lord and Satan about his ser- 
vant Job. See 1st chapter. 

Again: "If thou be the son of 
Ood, oommand that theae stonea 
made brMtd." (See Matt. 4:8.) And 
Jaaoa, inataad of taming avwy atone 
in sight into a loaf of bread, 
gaining a vietory over his Sal 
.Mii.jesly, siieaks "...it .,f llie challenge 
liy stating that '•Man shall iiol 
by bread alone, " and he leaves the 
vietoiy to Batan 

Again, Paator RuHaUaaka: '<Whare 
is Satan's empire T" We answer, 
find out where .Iisiis and his empire 



• loe 



ed 1 



\w in sight; Fin.l the ..ne and 
other is not far away. They ar 
inseparably connected that the 
could not exist for a moment without 
the help of the other. All the dif- 



l>ii 



leli the 



, thai! Satan's ein- 

lage ill every re- 
ar the most p<.pu- 
he largest amount 
< bv far the most 



generally known. 

.Vgain, Pastor Russell s 
will Satan's empire be ci 



M..lher Eve 



lardei 



of F.l 



Ihey should not surely die, he 
has been right here, and intends to 
stay. A dosen move men like Jcaaa 
may come and go, it will not interfan 
with Satan's empire a partiela. All 
that he would do wonM ka to take 
them up to the higheat itiaaMto of 
the Brooklyn Tabemaale and dan 
■ em to jump off, 
1'hnn how very small it kioha in 
e estimation of all honeat, wqwij- 
lieed people to see and hear of 
misters in this enlightened age get- 
ting up in their pulpits, tuicliing and 
preaehing Ihe myllis. visi.uis and 
Ireams of nn old ' Spirit iialist, hke 
lohn, the Revelator, as the inspired 
nilh and word of (Jod. Such teoch- 
iig as that will never overthrow So- 
lan's Empire. It only advances it. 

■Again, Christians have an empire 
assigned to SaUn that they call Hell, 
and that he rules and reigns there in 
nil His .Satanic Majesty. But John 
he Revelator says that in one of his 
■isions he saw an angel come down 
rom heaven on the hunt for Satan to 
bind him for a thousand years. Now, 
isk: In case Satan has an em- 
pire all to himself, why did not the 
igel go there to look for him, in- 
ead of eomiiig .lowii here? Did not 
e angel know where Satan's em- 
pire wasf The truth is, (he Revelator 
•imply gives Jeaua and hia empire 
•way. Of eourae, the angel knew 
where Satan woa, and he cornea to the 
ight place exactly to find him. Then 
low very weak il s<ninds to hear niin- 
sleis talk and try to scare people 
vith a bottomless pitl Can any in- 
telligent pei-son even imagine what or 
where such a place is h>eatedt And 
where is the sense in ke^ng aueh 
place looked. 

JOEL M. BERRT, 
Natl MiKtary Home, Ohio. 



ORAN'DADDT LONCKLECM. 

ran 'daddy T>.ng-I^gs— I found him 
A-sittin' on our garden wall. 

I asl liim won't he plea.se move 'long. 
Hut he jus' wouldn't budge at all! 
II ' where he is I want to sit, 
Right where the Honeyauekle Vine 

Has saved a little place for me 
So'g I can smell it. all_th' time! 

I guess he's w.uideriu' 'bout his legs. 
He's got sneh l..ls <.f iim, I speots 

That's w'y he don't get up an' go 
'S 'eau.so he can't 'member which 
comes nex '. 

An' mebbe he's got rheumatiz — 
All Grandpas inns' have that, yon 

His legs l<M)k jus' like bent-up pins! 
(My (Jrampa's got some in his 
knee.) 

But when 1 helped him, wif a leaf, 
He eame an' walked right up my 
arm! 

'At's why I put him on the groun'; 

I gness it wasn't any harm, 
'Cause then T 'sidained it all to him. 

IIow rheiimntiz makes y-.u go slow, 
All' if he didn't hurry home 

His supper 'd get all cold, you 
know. 

— (Mary liouise Tomplcins, in Harp- 
er's Weekly.) 



FAIR PLAY. 



We 



.r; for 



"Mamma,' said the little boy the 
day after Chriatmaa, aa he ky in bad 

dutifully took the peregorio and other 

things, "you said yesterday that I 
ought lo he sorry for all the poor 
little ehil.Ireii that e.uildn 't have as 
miieh eandy and cake and things as 
I got, didn't vouf" 
"Yes, dear." 

"Well, do you suppose those poor 
little children are sorry for me to- 
.layf" — Judge's Library. 



s there are men and women enough 
on Ibis earth to constitute an em- 
pire, Satan's will be right there. It 
was here thousands of years before 
any Jeaus or his empire were ever 



with royal robins and jewels 
rose water about .loy. Jubilee and 
Jeisus, the wretchwl outcast, the vic- 
tim ot jxiverty and lust, fills the pau- 
per suicide's grave. While the mil- 
lionaire swell ia giving dinnara at 
hundreds o dollara a plate, the atmg- 
gUng young man who can not find 
work puts a bullet in his brain. 
Is it any wonder that siii.id. has 



Is it i 



that all this talk and print about 
millionairea breeds diocouragament 
and daapairt Is it any wondar tha 

masses feel that Christianity baa 

dropped them through its riddle as 
slag, and turned its pi.. us attention 
to savages in foreign lands? We 
have miles of misery to one million- 

atct, and tha Oahocrah ot our tea 



The Blade is making preparations 
for a strenuous campaign and urges 
its friends to give all possible encour- 
agement in spreading the beneficent 
light of Freethought over the land. 



WWTEI TOHMST TICKITt 

SOUTH ana SOUTHEAST 

ON SALE DAILY 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

GOOD EBTURNING UNTIL HAT tin, Vm 



H. a na P. * T. A« Ml 1. Bak II. 



tFAJMIT 

"Who wM MMtiTvd bgr tb» Holy 
OlMMt, born of tht yiigin Mary/'— 

The Apostle*' Creed. 

If a revival pieaflior wore to g<j 
abi.iil ill tins age pretuiiding t<> be 
the Messiah, he would in all proba- 
bility end bis days in the lunatic 
Mylom. We are aware that Piggntt 
pretends to be the Messiah, but he 
does not go about preaclung; he se- 
. liidfs himself in the Agapemone, and 
dfvutes himself with a number of 
ladies to obeying the oommamdment 
of "Love one another." It is very 
unlikely that a paripatetic Messiah 
would found a powerful sect, that a 
vast literature would aeeumulate 
around his memory, or that hit dero- 
tees would graduaUy rnmdiitto hia 
human parentage and assert his en- 
trance into the world by a supernat- 
ural process of generation. Great 
changes have taken place since the 
beginning of the Christian era. Sup- 
•ntition atiU tiiata, but it is law 
inaa and aativa. Bpocadia miraalea 
still occur in the most benighted parts 
(if Catholic countries, but to the ma- 
jority of Catholics, and nearly the 
whole of Protestants, a miracle is a 
thing of the past. The order of na- 
tura, on«a ao fraquently broken, is 
now inTariable. Faith turns its face 
to antiquity, and reads its charter in 
the dubious records of ignorant and 



uittdti exactly the same confession. 

J^'rom tha vary nature of the cas . 
all who first promulgated the story of 
Jmu Christ's father being a ghost, 
if thay did not invent it themselves, 
OUHt have taken it un trust from 
JaaOB, or Joseph, or Mary. Jesus 
navsr uttered a word on the subject. 
It may ba argued that ha told hia 
apoatlaa jnivataiy, bat haw* «0 tUa 
theory, can we account for the ailanea 
I of Johnf 

I Joseph is aaid to have been engaged 
iMury, and lo have been shocked 
by her premature maternal appear- 
indaad, he reaolvad to break 
gaganant Supinaing thia to 
be true, it may prove that Joseph was 
not the proepective baby's father, 
but it caunut 1)1 M\L' who was its fath- 
It 18 siud liuiL Joseph was subse- 
quently sali.slicd. Hut how was he sat- 
istied? An angel appeared to him in 
■ eaui, and told him that the baby 
the offspring of the Holy Uhost ; 
a personage, by the way, with whom 
Joseph, liha avery other Jew of that 
;iina, waa totally unacquainted; so 
hat, inatead of allaying his appre- 
lensions, it would only have iucreas- 
id his perplexity. In any case, the 
celeetial visitor appeared to Joseph 
in a dream; consequently the story 
itaalf k but a draaoL 

a flada hia awaathaart in tha 
state in which "ladies love to be who 
love their lorde" — before she has a 
lord. He knows he is not the cause 
of the pheiiomeuou; he is puzzled and 
grieved; and he resolves to leave her 
to the other gentlaman. But ha goes 
bed and dreama that har aondition 
miraculous; he wakes up satisfied 
id marries her. All this is very in- 
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Correspondence 



Linevtlle, Iowa, December 30, '09. 

Brother Hngrhes. The top of the 
mominp to yon .Tiinmy. T am enclos- 
ing some MSS that will tell for them- 
selves. Having a gay old time throngb 
the Ottnmwa Conrier on the Snnday 
question. I wm deHgfated to get the 
(lisensBioTi ?;oiTip in this paper. One 
Christian womnn. T nnclprstnnd. 
tlirpw lior Tmirirr into tho stnvp. T 
krcp sprondinsr n littlo fnrthpr and 
each time fear that my last may be 
my lut, bnt the editor aeems to be 
gritty. 

Now Jimmie don't become afraid 
of Frppthoneht. still lonV ont for th< 
thnmh sprews. 

havn't moved my date up. though T 
paid up early in November. Bnt 
periiapa when yon g«t time yon will 
l!x it. Very tmly— A. A. SNOW. 

Kurt KMp the BMe Ooinc 

James E. Hnjrhee :— rind check for 
year's snhscription. Tf the foregoing 
misses the waste basket send me 
copies containing it for distrihntion 
and T will pay for them .-.t yonr rates. 
We must keep the thing going. This 
ia a hot bed of orthodoxy. Bnt we 
are making inroads, insomneh that 
we can't get an argument, mncb less 
n dphntp. Twpntv years acn, when T 
cnnv here, tlio chiirph '.vas rampant. 



tmth and the uplifting of mankind 
as it has for so many years. T an 
ing to try to pet uji n <"lnb list and 
send you soon. T ,1 (,, scml them 
in. Wishing you -mu] ihc (M.-workers 
of the dear old Blade a prosperous 
and happy new year. I remain yoars 
for th« good of mankind.— ALVA t. 
WKTNNEY. M. Ti. 

Been Knocked Out. 
PRTNCETOX. TNP.— No doubt 
yon will think me very dilatory with 
referenoe to speaking ont about our 
organiaRtion. Will say I have beei 
so knocked ont for the last eighteen 
that T have not had mnrh 



, ho 



talk n 



T c 



adoptrd 



Thp r 



ed abont Voltairp nnd "Tom Paini 
they sailed him. Now. they ne 
mention sneh men. They say it does 
no food to argue. That Ofid's cnnse 
ndfcn by agitation. Wishin? yon, 
peraoBaDy, a Happy New Y ear. T am 
▼try trnlj^— C. R. LEWIS. 



XAaa Oar Ktw Duds. 

DENNI80N, 0.— Jss. E. Hncrhes. 

— ^Dear Sir and Comrade. — T like the 
Blade .inst as wpll in the old dnds as 
woll as tlip np\r. T/in? Hvp the Blade 
and tho fnnndprs mpmnry. T am srlad 
fhp Bliido is siipli a lively corpse. I 
was opposed to n phancrp of ni 
The Bine Orass Blade is the proper 
name. Old Pharley christened it. ani 
I hope it will not only always liv 
and hnrl hot shot in the camp of 
snpprstition. but that the name which 
has spread hoth far and wide will al- 
ways stand at its head with the prrand 
old Roman's pictnrc, whiskers and 
all. Charlie Moore will never di 
long as that good jMctnre keeps its 
plaee. Now Brother Hnfrhes 101 try 



and in the meantime my wife and T 
are goin<r to Fort Mvers. "Florida, for 
three months. Will vnn plrnso spnd 
onr paper there for that time instead 
of Dennison. With kind reamrds and 
beat wishes for Bine Grass Blade and 
thyself. I am ever tUn*.— OBO. 0. 
ROBERTS. 

Looks Like Old Times. 

FT.KTON-. KY.- Dear Brothpr .Tim 
— T enelnsp yon cheek for $7.fif) to 
put mv snhscription paid tn March 
6th. imn. T never intend to get be- 
hind apain. T am a physician and 
very bnsy. and would forget and 
neglect it is the only reason I can 
frfve for not sending my dues more 
promptly to the Blade. T bee yonr 
pardon and promise to do h"ttpr in 
the future. Tt looks quite like old 
times to see it cnniinsr in the old form 
with old brother Moore's face np in 
the northwert eomer of it. I have 
always been greatly pleased with the 
new form, but if circumstances are 
such at the present that it must he 
published in the sheet form, let it 
come. The Truth and Facts are what 
we want. T have been a reader of 
the Blade some sixteen or seventeen 
years and have tried to keep on file 
all the copies I cotild. While I never 
have time to reread one. still they 
are dear enough for the truth they 
contain that they are not destroyed 



' fall into the 
e else who may wish 



B some day thf 
hands of m.mp o! 
to read them. 

The day has come now when the 
more intelligent class are demanding 
to know the facts as near as possible 
that ooneems ns in this life rather 
than blind faith and superstitious 
lies. We find lot 



bibles 



e know they .-i 



-but 



ad t 



do the truth in the same book. 
Seienee demonstrates that they are 
false assertions. The majority of 
mankind who accept the bible are 
honestly deceived. A sreat number 
however, who pretend 



and I 



acting the hypocrite stmisht for some 
motive to gratify their own selfish 
interest, not caring for the good of 
tmth that it might do others. Thous- 
ands of pe^>ple who believe the bible 
is the inspired word of Ood are strict- 
ly honist and would gladly and 
bravely work apainst its false teach- 
ings if they could once see that they 
are deluded. 

The paper and print are fine in 
this week's issue and I feel sure that 
it win aootira* to A> Ita wock far 



(1 to read 
lion that my Poeinlist l.-f 
with referpiicp to the way 
Co., af Terre TTnnte. Tnd.. tren 
in the dear old Blade. T ha- 
out of work ever since they snatched 
the territory in whieh I worked at a 
loss, for a number of yean, intro- 
ducing their goods. T tried to reason 
with them, and show them that they 
had no rights to the territory what- 
ever. That I had made the territory 
what it was, and that we were simply 
eo-partners on my ssles. I ndght drop 
a hint tight here and aay I hoi>e when 
we get onr organieation perfected 
that no firm or oraftpr will come 
aloncr and buy nr brow-beat onr lead- 
ers off as was done in mv case. And 
I may get in the notion some of these 
days to give the puWie the facts in 
regard to the most diabolical con- 
spiracy that was ever perpetrated 
against any man, through the Bine 
Orasp Blade. 

Of course T understand that the 
Hulm.ins had to dissolve our co-part- 
nership after they were informed of 
my heinsr a Socialist, provided they 
wanted to he in good standinqr and 
full fellow-ship in the Catholic 
chnrcli. You sec the Pope and priest 
alike, tell their dupes that Socialism 
will do away with their ehnreh; and 
so far as I ean see, the Soeialist 
movement will be a Httia Mnding on 
all creeds, grafts, ehnrehes and hold- 
ups. 

Now then a few words with refer- 
ence to our organisation and I will 

drop my pen for this time. Will say. 
I am strictly in favor of ns organiz- 
ing, if gives such a leveredge to be 
organized. We can through a com- 
mittee, ask for certain legislation. 
Thea agab, shonU on* of onr mtm- 
bera ba ringled ont and isapoaed npon 
T was by that Catholie bunch at 
TP TTaute. wp could caM their atten- 



fo 



' fact 



lat tbor 



nizntion back ..f onr brntber. and 
that to continue the abuse against 
onr brother mii^t earn them a dis- 
rraeeftil rseord npoB «nr Saerstary's 
books. Most close.— W. C. DALY. 

Reply to Oeo. W. Lesson. 

TJNFVn.LE. IOWA.— Editor Bine 
OrasB Blade:— With your permission 
I win eodaavOT to ref^ to the ques- 
tions aakad ma by Ifr. Leeson in yonr 
Blade of December 12th. They were 
asked in reeard to my letter to Rev. 
Powell cballpn-rin- him fo prove in 
rlebafp that "Infidelity is born from 
the pit-hell," as he had affirmed. 

In the first plaee I wish to aay that 
f the Rev. Powall latands to debate 
it takes him a mighty long time to 
load his gijns. 

Mr. T^pson's qupstinns with my 
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lor its friends believe it to be. 
Just like Mohammediisaism is infidel- 
to Christianity and yet not true. 

as not so much ashamed of So- 
cialism as Col. Maple was of Tnfidel- 
T simply projxispd to deny that 
lelity was born of the pit "(helH. 
nree void of \-irtue or innocence. 
"Is not this an admission on 
' part that hell exists and is a 
place of depravity?" 

Answer. — 'So. Mr. liCeson says 
'yes." Then I will show be is ,n 
witness for Christianity. Say he is 
brought before the court of the Holy 
Inquisition under the charge as ad- 
ministrator of a certain estate, of be- 
ing in league with the dexil. The au- 
gust judge asks: "Do you plead 
guilty," or "not guilty t" Now if 
[r. Leeaon pleads "ipiilty" hs di- 
rectly admits there is a devil. If he 
pleads "not guilty" he implicitly ad- 
mits there is one. So either way we 
■ this Infidel "standing up fori 
.Tesns," for h« has to either admit or 
deny the proposition. , 
"Htow do yon justify yonr de- 
nnnciation of Rev. Powell's 'pit' as 
S unfair, unjust and untrue bein<r| 



without it be wiiere he began on. ma 
fii-st. Even Pat had to give an ta 
for serstehing his head in eompaay, 
His exeuse was, " Faith bnt the bMi- 

tards began on me first." 

.\nd second. It wa,s the preacher 

whirp 1 wanted him. It put him i 
all kinds of trouble, and I haven 
much sympathy for preachers if I am 
modest. I have often put them right 
where this preacher put himself, and 
when they see the storm ahead (si 



lUt of if 



pquir 



put themselves there.— A. A. SNOW. 
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"PIPaPP kindly advise 
Snow, linw WP as Freethinkprs. can 
isflv take exceptions to Rev. 
Powell 'f^ denominating ns heirs of the 
'pit" nr hell's hatchings, while we 
^ontend that. luavaB, kalla, gods, 
jhosts and davila are fabulous 
farcest" 

Answer.— On the ground that his 
statements was not true and on that 
ground only. The fight would he be- 
tween falsehood and fact and not be- 
n Powell and Snow. The latter 
two eonld only pose aa attorn^ for 
the former. And as to whether I 
Id expect anythinsr better from 
1 tbnn his affirmation, believing as 
and T do. wonld have nothing t/i 
with the question. The "unfair- 
s" and "unjustness" feature of 
his proposition grows out of the fact 
that orthodoxy cannot allow fr«- an 
ipponent the sincerity and honesty 
that it claims for itself; branding, as 
i>f-s. all motives that are not 
rhristian, including those of the en- 
ben then world, aa born from a 
•p void of any good whatwrer. 
This T think my latter ptafaily show- 
ed. 

"How are yon going to defend 
protest against being elosely 
related to one of the twin sisters" 
(Socia1i*;m) "hatched in the 'pit' 
fhelll after admitting it a terrible 
reflection against the characters of 
the Freethinkers of the worldt" 

Answer— T made no protest against 
the charge of being related to Soeial- 
ism. For anght I kninr BoMkm 
may ba infidelity. It aright ba infi- 



be'ief held or formed before 
there is an adequate amount of evi- 
dence presented to logically .justify 
that opinion. How do T justify such 
1 charsTP against Christianity T Why 
ihat is the matter with Powpll now, 
noaking off in the brush Ipst he gets 
ill the evidence before the people T 

5. "And then yon denominate So- 
cialism as an ignis fatus, etc. Now 
Mr. Snow, was not ignis fatus bom 
of your prejndieef" 

Answer*— Why does hfr ask me that 
questionf And is he wilHng to taka 
word for itt l>oes he not know 
' of nil the unpleasant features 
of prejndiee she is alwavs elothed in 
the crarh of honesfy? When one is 
convinced of prejudice on his part, 
that moment does the prejndiee take 
wings and fly away. So my reply to 
the question is: "I don't know." T 
believe Socialiem would not b'^ a suc- 



. hut f 



test 



nisht 



6. "A more terrible reflection 
against Soeialism then Hev. Powell's 
"pit" (hein is against Fraethoueht, 

I judge. Is it not as unfair, unjust 
and as untrueV 

Answer.— To say that Socialism 
was born of "hell" is to cast reflec- 
tion on the characters of the found- 
ers, while to say it will not work on- 
ly acpus's them of being mistaken. 

7. "Is not your golden streets and 
jasper walls far fetched or thrown 
into emphasise your prejudice T" 

Answer.— T think not. Powell had 
affirmed that Socialism was Tnfidelify. 
T was an Infidel. But Infidel as I was, 
I look'd nt Socialism as nearpr Chris- 
tinnity in the one feature, viz.; that 
it. like Chrisfianitv. was mythical as 
to final results, and I trust my Social- 
ist friends will not feel aprieved at 
my methods of expressing it, for I 
have nanght but the kindest of feel- 
ings for them, and may vote their 
ticket when I see more truth and 
propriety in it than in the others in 
the field". 

Now T will admit that the question 
I challenged the preacher to debate 
was not exaetly fundamental aa 
foMohing his religion, bat rathar aa 

inference drawn from it; yet withal 

a perfectly proper question. T had 
two rea-s-.n-^ fur debating it as stated; 
1. Yon don't know bow modest I am. 
I am so modest that I am a little slow 



A piovs nofwsmov. 



(By Harold Banning.) 

It is now generally admitted that 
Christianity must he abandoned, a 
the question imnwdiately arises 
What will take its plaeet 

The religionists ars anzions '.o 
place it with aoms kind of a new 
religion. 

The RationaUats are equally datw> 
mined to replaee it with aeiontifle 

rationalism. 

A few months sgo the a*-PresldeBt 
of Harvard set forth his views on 
the new reli^on. His ststements 

immediately aroused the anger of the 
preachers, and all kinds of Christian 
insults were hurled at him. After 
amnsing the world for a few days 
with their ignorant god-twaddle, thf 
saw their mistake and ceased. 

But the question still remains ui 
answered: — What will take the plai 
.if dead riiristianity? 

As a Rationalist, I am opposed i 
all forms of religion, knowing that 
they are all baaed on the shattered 
gDd4heory, and believing that they 
are all equally degrading to the 
human mind, why abolish one relig- 
ion and replace it with another ab- 
surd srod-tbeoryT 

But since the religionists demand 
some kind of a religion, 
worship and absurd 
shall offer my advice for what it is 
worth. I have just discovered a good, 
cheap religion— one that will not op- 
press the people, snd at the ssme 
time will furnish them with a visible 
■rod. 

Tt is said that some savages wor- 
ship mud, believing that it contains 
the holy spirit. 

While sneh a method of worship 
is repulsive to FtwstUnkars, it if 
certainly better than the Christiar 
method of worshipping an invisible 
god. Mud-worship is a kind of pan 
theism, and has many advantages over 
Christianity. It would furnish 
plenty of good, cheap goi. Tt w( 
do away with ehurehes, prayer-r 
gers, and all the expensive trapping.>= 
of Christianity. Tt would relieve 
pdverty, and beautify eities by plac- 
ing the streams of cash in the ripht 
channels. Many t^wns are today neg- 
lecting their streets and public prop- 
erty in order that they may support 
large churches with their trains of 
janitors and prsyer-mongers. 

Many families are denying them- 
selves the Httle luxuries of life for 
the same reason. Tn some cases chil- 
dren go to bed hnnsrv that the 



km are wasted in maintaining these 
temples of superstition. This money, 
if properly used, wonld bsaatify and 
improve the town in many ways. The 

town needs paved streets and a sewer 

svstem. 

When the relifri-.nist.c, liear this ar- 
gument, they throw up their hands 
and explain: "But the churches lead 
people to Ood. " They also say that 
god is omnipresentr-therefoia the 
sewer would also lead to God. ~ 

However, logic can't appeal to re- 
liu-ionists, and the ehurehes still 
thrive, although many frankly admit 
that the town can't afford a god. 

Ht. Vernon, 0. 



TWO SUMDATI A WBBK. 

Many people have an idea that I 
am opposed to Sunday. I am per- 
fectly willing to have two a week. 
All f insist on is that those days shall 
be for the benefit of the people, and 
that tliey shall be kept not in a way 
to make folks miserable or sad or 
hungry, but in a way to make people 
hapnr> and to add a little to the joy 
of life. Of course, I am in favor of 
ybody keeping holidays to suit 
hiniM'lf, pn.vided be dops n.,t int.r- 
wilh otiiers, and T am perfectly 
willing that everybody should go to 
' ureh on that day, provided he is 
Iling that I ahould go aonawhere 
else. — Ingersoll. 



TO THE PARSONS. 

lere is not a poet, a writer, a 
philosopher, a thinker that you ac- 
cept. All that has been written, dis- 
covered, dreamt, deduced, illuminat- 
ed, imagined, invented by genins — 
the treasures of civilization, the sec- 
ular heritage of the generations, the 
mon patrimony of human intelli- 
arenees — you reject this! 

And you claim the liberty to teach. 
Hold, let us be sincere, let us under- 
stand what is the liberty that you 
claim: It is the liberty NOT to 
seh. 

Ah, you wish us to give yon the 
people to instruct! Very well. IjCt 
se<> your pupils. Let us see your 
productions. What have you made 
of Italy? What have you made of 



advanced the type of Finish women. 
In colleges they stand shoulder to 
shoulder with males. Their brains 
are as keen, or keener, their wits aa 

fine, and their steadiness in the pur- 
suit of knowledge something to ad- 
mire and emulnte. 

Among 212 fellows that compose 
that organization of fine minds, the 
Roval Oeofrraphical Society «f Pin- 
land. 7.T are women. 

When your wife joins a club and 
the frirls yearn for a career don't 
nap or throw cold water on advanced 
ideas. Don't prate abut a woman's 
sphere being at home. Nine times in 



CLEVELAND 

SOOIETT TO GIVE PAm 
BANQUET. 

The new Kreellioufrht Society of 
Cleveland plans a Paine Celpbration 
on Saturday evenin<r. .Tan. 20th. 1910, 
when they will hold a Banquet at 
the Forest City Hcnise. Cleveland. A 
lunch and a program of addresses is 
beint: aiianired and the Liberals of 
rievi land and vicinity are lookil^ 
forward to the event with great pleas- 
ure. T. C. Jefferies is Chairman of 
the Committee having the banquet in 
charge, and he would be' glad to have 
all Uberals in Cleveland and vicinity 
join with them on this oaoaaioii. Mr. 
Jefferies will he glad to fnmiah tide- 

ets at 50 eents a {data. 

T. C. JEFFEBIES, 

1612 Ansel Road, Claveland, 0. 



TWElfTr>FIVI SOIfEiAlf fOE A 



In a wholesale idol house and man- 
ufactory of small idols is a workman 

whom I examined for life insurance. 



Cat In I 



!ally 



ehnrehes may thrive. The preae 
gel the groeer's money, .'^nd the 
grocer gets into deep water. Fvery 
town fnmiahsa ansh examples. They 
are pittfal, but aonuMm sights. ~ 
illustrate this, T shall refer to my 
own town. 

Mt. Vernon is a place of about 
12,000 inhabitants. Nine churches 
prey npon the people and there is talk 
tt\M^mtn. Iteoaaada of dal- 



8EZ BQVAUTT IK FDILAIID. 

When you feel like grumbling at 
the advancement of women in Amer-*; 
ica. and their evident determination 
to stand on an equal footing with men 
do not imagine that you have discov- 
ered something new. 

Tn a corner of Europe the subject 
was thrashed out years ago and set- 
t'pd. Tn Finland, while the women 
eanridt votp, no other door is barred 
to them. Behind the counter at the 
hank you will often find a woman. 
Women attendants only are fonnd on 
sleeping cars; there are many women 
street car conductors. Tn married life 
husband and wife share each other's 
property. Infidelity is r.iii for a man 
as mncli as for a wotnan ; divorce is 
rare, .■ind tlic ri-Iiti s party invaria- 
bly holds th- rhiidrcn and the prop- 
erty, while society closes its doors to 
the doer of evil 

No, sax equality has not msde of 
Finland a second Eden. The country, 
in the grip of Russia, is anything hut 
"Ms a fact that the rise 



of V 



r<l I 



has it coarsened women. They love 
and bear ^ildren aa they did before. 
Thay aeak adueation and flad bat 



"j^xid one." In an.swering the (lues- 
tion: "What is your occupationt" I 
wa.s told that he was a "moulder of 
images." I ventured to ask him about 
the work and trade in theae images 
and led him out extensively on the 
subject. He laughed at hih own nar- 
ration, and said that all a nnin had 
to do to rid himself of sni>erstition is 
just to trade in it. 

He said he had just eoniplcted three 
•Tesuses which were to be shipped to 
(he city of Mexico. These Jesuces 
were about two feet long. 

How much do yon get for a Jsaoa 
of that sizeT said I. 

"Twenty-five dollars each," he re- 

The trade in images in this country 
must be something enormous, run- 
ning up into many millions yearly. 
These very people are sanding aaia- 

!:ionarie8 to the heathen with the view 
primarily of changing their beliefs; 
but their rial intent is to displace 
hoatbeu ido's and switeh their pat- 
ronage to those of their own make. 
With the heathen world converted to 
Christianity there is a billion dollars 
in sight, in the trsds of imsgca alone. 
If there be a God, why don't he pro- 
tect the poor heathen from these 
idolatrous priests of prey. 

. J. B. WILSON. 



Dr. Codi b a raeant addition to the 
ranks «f thoae who aaa tha aoond- 
nsaa of tha doatrina ptaaahad bjr the 
BUda, that "tmth arnabad to aartk 



